
 
 
 

 
Dassault Systèmes Launches “The Only Progress is Human” 

to Inspire Solutions to Major Global Challenges  
 

 Two-year initiative will engage public in 10 “Acts” focused on emotion, health, cities, 

nature, consumption, mobility, energy, water, heritage, future 

 Company aims to encourage action by revealing how virtual twin experiences empower 

people to create sustainable innovations for a better future  

 Virtual worlds link the imagination, useful and sustainable, to harmonize product, 

nature and life 

 
VELIZY-VILLACOUBLAY, France — February 26, 2020 — Dassault Systèmes (Euronext Paris: 
#13065, DSY.PA) today announced the launch of “The Only Progress is Human,” a global initiative 
to increase awareness of today’s societal and environmental challenges, and to inspire people to 
use the virtual world to imagine sustainable innovations for a better future.   
 
During a two-year period, Dassault Systèmes will engage with the public through 10 “Acts” that 
focus on some of the most pressing issues humanity faces in health, cities, energy, water and 
other areas.  These Acts will illustrate how virtual twin experiences empower people to address 
challenges ranging from, ‘How can we better control our health in the future?’ to, ‘How can we 
safeguard our most precious resource?’ and drive progress by reimagining the future, changing 
the way products are designed and made, and creating human-centric and real-world 
experiences.   
 
The first Act, focused on emotion and the challenge, ‘How can virtual worlds change the way we 
experience emotions?’ will take place February 26 at the Jardin des Plantes in Paris to show how 
the virtual world can engage both the intellect and the emotions, making it a powerful enabler 
of positive action.  The unique musical and visual experience called ‘Virtual Harmony’ will feature 
the 3Dvarius, the first fully playable 3D-printed violin – designed using Dassault Systèmes’ 
solutions – and a call to action for students to create the next generation of musical instruments. 
 
“The greatest value of virtual worlds lies in the potential they offer for imagining a better future 
while understanding the social and environmental impacts of every design decision. Virtual will 
be the vital link between the imagination, the useful and the sustainable to create harmony 
between product, nature and life,” said Bernard Charlès, Vice Chairman and CEO, Dassault 
Systèmes.  “Dassault Systèmes’ vision is to lead a transformative global shift to a new era of truly 
sustainable innovation with people at the forefront.  We decided to bring our vision to life 
through 10 Acts that will challenge perceptions and inspire action. We want to reveal, celebrate 

http://www.3ds.com/
https://progress-is-human.3ds.com/


 

and enable the incredible potential humans have for innovation when they work together.” 
 
Virtual twin experiences created with Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform and 
applications have already helped industry to pioneer new medical treatments, improve service 
deliveries in cities, and design a sculpture that absorbs pollution.  They open up new possibilities 
for discovery by enabling people to design, simulate, test, understand and experience solutions 
in the context of their usage, before physically creating them.  
 
 
Social media: 
 
Share this on Twitter:  .@Dassault3DS launches “The Only Progress is Human” to inspire solutions 
to global social and environmental challenges #3DEXPERIENCE #progressishuman #IFWE  
 
Connect with Dassault Systèmes on Twitter Facebook LinkedIn YouTube  
 
For more information: 
 
“The Only Progress Is Human”: https://progress-is-human.3ds.com/ 
 
Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, 3D design software, 3D Digital Mock Up and Product 
Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions: http://www.3ds.com  
 

### 
 
About Dassault Systèmes 
Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, provides business and people with virtual universes to imagine 
sustainable innovations.  Its world-leading solutions transform the way products are designed, produced, and 
supported.  Dassault Systèmes’ collaborative solutions foster social innovation, expanding possibilities for the virtual 
world to improve the real world.  The group brings value to over 250,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, in 
more than 140 countries.  For more information, visit www.3ds.com. 
 
3DEXPERIENCE, the Compass logo and the 3DS logo, CATIA, SOLIDWORKS, ENOVIA, DELMIA, SIMULIA, GEOVIA, 
EXALEAD, 3D VIA, BIOVIA, NETVIBES and 3DEXCITE are registered trademarks of Dassault Systèmes or its subsidiaries 
in the US and/or other countries. 
 
Dassault Systèmes Press Contacts 
Corporate / France Arnaud MALHERBE arnaud.malherbe@3ds.com +33 (0)1 61 62 87 73 
North America Suzanne MORAN suzanne.moran@3ds.com +1 (781) 810 3774 
EMEAR Virginie BLINDENBERG virginie.blindenberg@3ds.com +33 (0) 1 61 62 84 21 
China Grace MU grace.mu@3ds.com +86 10 6536 2288 
India  Santanu BHATTACHARYA santanu.bhattacharya@3ds.com +91 124 457 7111 
Japan Yukiko SATO yukiko.sato@3ds.com +81 3 4321 3841 
Korea Hyunkyung CHAE hyunkyung.chae@3ds.com +82 2 3271 6653 
AP South Pallavi MISRA pallavi.misra@3ds.com  +65 9437 0714  
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