
 

 
 

 
Dassault Systèmes Congratulates Solar Impulse on 

the Historic Completion of its Round-the-World 
Aviation Journey 

 

43,000 Kilometers, 558 Hours and 17 Flights without Fuel 
 
VELIZY-VILLACOUBLAY, France — July 26, 2016 — Dassault Systèmes (Euronext Paris: 
#13065, DSY.PA), the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, world leader in 3D design software, 3D 
Digital Mock Up and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, congratulates the Solar 
Impulse team on the successful, historic completion of its round-the-world flight without fuel.  
The Solar Impulse 2 aircraft landed in Abu Dhabi on July 26, 2016, the original starting point of 
its 17-leg, 43,000-kilometer journey that began on March 9, 2015. 
 
“What an extraordinary experience to have witnessed the culmination of this 12-year design 
project and collaborative effort to build and fly an aircraft that many thought impossible,” said 
Bernard Charlès, Vice Chairman & CEO, Dassault Systèmes.  “Daring to dream, pushing the 
limits of aviation, echoing the imaginative spirit of past pioneers … congratulations to pilots 
André Borschberg and Bertrand Piccard and the entire Solar Impulse team for this milestone 
achievement—not just in aviation, but in demonstrating sustainable solutions for the future of 
our planet. Passion for innovation makes possible the impossible.” 
 
The Solar Impulse team used “Engineered to Fly,” the dedicated industry solution experience 
based on Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, to create its solar-powered aircraft.  
Applications for 3D modeling of complex structures and composites, digital simulation and full 
data traceability enabled them to virtually experience the aircraft in its operating environment 
before it embarked on its record-setting voyage, and be successful with the first attempt. 
 
For more information: 
 

 Story: Solar Impulse 2: Achieve the Impossible  

 Video: Solar Impulse Pioneers Clean Aviation 

 Case study:  Solar Impulse 

 Article:  Zero Fuel: Solar Impulse co-founders attempt the first round-the-world flight with 
alternative power 

 News release: Dassault Systèmes and Solar Impulse Define a New Chapter in the 
Future of Solar-Powered Aviation 
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About Dassault Systèmes 

http://www.3ds.com/
http://www.solarimpulse.com/
http://www.solarimpulse.com/
http://www.3ds.com/solar-impulse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2FO1I9D60Q
http://www.3ds.com/fileadmin/customer-stories/SOLAR_IMPULSE_DS_HD.pdf
http://compassmag.3ds.com/6/Society/ZERO-FUEL?xtmc=solar_impulse&xtcr=25
http://compassmag.3ds.com/6/Society/ZERO-FUEL?xtmc=solar_impulse&xtcr=25
http://www.3ds.com/press-releases/single/dassault-systemes-and-solar-impulse-define-a-new-chapter-in-the-future-of-solar-powered-aviation
http://www.3ds.com/press-releases/single/dassault-systemes-and-solar-impulse-define-a-new-chapter-in-the-future-of-solar-powered-aviation


Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, provides business and people with virtual universes to imagine 
sustainable innovations.  Its world-leading solutions transform the way products are designed, produced, and 
supported.  Dassault Systèmes’ collaborative solutions foster social innovation, expanding possibilities for the virtual 
world to improve the real world.  The group brings value to over 210,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, in 
more than 140 countries.  For more information, visit www.3ds.com. 
 
3DEXPERIENCE, the Compass logo and the 3DS logo, CATIA, SOLIDWORKS, ENOVIA, DELMIA, SIMULIA, 
GEOVIA, EXALEAD, 3D VIA, BIOVIA, NETVIBES and 3DEXCITE are registered trademarks of Dassault Systèmes 
or its subsidiaries in the US and/or other countries. 
 
Dassault Systèmes Press Contacts 

Corporate / France Arnaud MALHERBE arnaud.malherbe@3ds.com +33 (0)1 61 62 87 73 
North America  Suzanne MORAN  suzanne.moran@3ds.com  +1 (781) 810 3774 
EMEAR   Virginie BLINDENBERG virginie.blindenberg@3ds.com +33 (0) 1 61 62 84 21 
China   Grace MU  grace.mu@3ds.com  +86 10 6536 2288 
Japan   Yukiko SATO  yukiko.sato@3ds.com  +81 3 4321 3841 
Korea   Myoungjoo CHOI  myoungjoo.choi@3ds.com  +82 10 8947 6493 
India   Seema SIDDIQUI  seema.siddiqui@3ds.com  +91 1244 577 100 
AP South  Tricia SIM  tricia.sim@3ds.com  +65 6511 7954 
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